
LB 1226Apri l 7 , 1988

P RESIDENT: Sen a t o r Ab b o u d .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. Pre sident, c olleagues, I don't plan to
pursue this particular amendment, but it has been placed before
the body for purposes of discussion and basically to read some
things into the record. I think most of you hav e probably
decided on this part icular i s sue . And probably Se nator
Chambers, today, does have the vote~ to see that the Legislature
does pass LB 1226 today. But I would lik e to read a few
things...a few things dis-ussed. First off, that the National
Collegiate Athletic Association, the NCAA, has made it perfectly
clear that if the State of Nebraska does in fact enact a l aw ,
after we pass this law, and other states follow suit and it does
become the law of the State of Nebraska, calling for the payment
of athletes, that any payment in the form of a wage, salary or
stipend would disqualify Nebraska from NCAA competition. Now ,
in an art icle th a t I passed o ut on the floor the Executive
Director, Dick Schultz, of the NCAA explained that he, h i m self,
is not n e cessarily opposed t o the method of paying football
players, the stipend methods proposed in LB 1226, but t h at on
several occasions t he NCAA, at th ir conventions, made up of
approximately 900 NCAA institutions, chat they have c ontinually
voted down proposals for a stipend, and that until the NCAA, as
a body, makes the determination in the positive m anner st ating
that in fa c t sanctions are...stipends are, in fact, sanctioned
by the NCAA that the University of Nebraska, if they did pursue
this approach of prov iding a stip end to the football player
would v i ol a t e N CAA b y l a w s w h i c h w o u l d r e su l t i n t h e Uni v er s i t y
of Nebraska b e ing prohibited f rom being a part of the NCAA
competition. Now, another statement I'd like to read in to the
record or point out to the bo dy is that I have requested an
Attorney General's Opinion. At this time I have not rec eived
that Attorney General's Opinion back. But I would like to point
out a couple of points. F irst, in the s
which in my lett ers to the Atto rney General, Bob Spire, it
s tates that th e Neb raska Sup reme C our t sp e c ified th a t "a
legislative act mus t not be so detailed and specific in nature
as to eliminate all discretion and authority on the part of t he
Regents as to how a duty sha l l be per formed". If the
Legislature directs the university to pay its ath letes, a ll
discretion and authority on the part of the university and on
t he part of the University Board of Regents as t o whether th e
university ca n co nt inue a s a mem be r o f th e NC AA wi ll be
overridden by th e Legislature. I don't believe tha t the
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